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BUSINESS MEETINGS All are welcome to attend, 
have your say and hear what’s happening in the 

NPA. Contact Peter on 95287341 or Gary on 
95701813 for details. These meetings are now held 
on either the 1st or 2nd Wednesdays of the month, 
except when this coincides with school holidays  
 
BRANCH MEETINGS: Come and meet other 
members from your local area, new members and 
friends are most welcome. These meetings are 
organised for you, are informal, informative and 
relaxing. An interesting evening is guaranteed and 
supper is provided. The venue for Branch meetings is 
the Multi-Purpose Centre, 123 Flora St Sutherland 
(near Belmont St) 3 minutes’ walk from the railway 
station and with plenty of parking. All meetings 
commence at 8.00pm. Now held on the 4th 
Wednesday night every second month. 
 
The next meeting is September 27th and David 
Noble will show his extraordinary photographic 
skills to show off the amazing world of fungi. It 
will also be our AGM so if you are keen to get 
involved do let us know. 

mailto:brian.everingham@gmail.com
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Our Branch 

The NPA offers members over 1000 free midweek and weekend activities a year including bush 
walks, canoe trips, bike rides, biodiversity surveys, bird watching, and family trips. Activities cater 
for all levels of fitness. Easy/short walks, day bushwalks, overnight bushwalks, week bushwalks, 
educational walks, conservation work.   

Our Special Dinner 

As part of the 60th anniversary for the National Parks Association the Southern Sydney Branch is 
hosting a special dinner at the Excelsior International Restaurant, 16 Belgrave St, Kogarah on 
23rd November. Our focus is two-pronged: to celebrate our achievements and to prepare for the 
fight of our lives, as we gather strength to protect our beloved Royal National Park. 

Dinner is a 3 course meal and tea/coffee with the added bonus of a slice of Winnie Mau's famous 
cake. If you have never tried Winnie’s cooking this might be the treat of the evening. All this for 
the grand total of $30.00 per person. 

Our guest speaker for the evening is the former Premier, Bob Carr, a passionate supporter of 
national parks and a man determined to protect Royal. Come along and join us for what should 
be a truly special evening. 

Bookings can be made through https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/npa-southern-branch-60th-
anniversary-dinner-tickets-36339227608  

Walks/Activities 

Forgive your Branch President and intrepid walks leader but Brian Everingham will be away in 
Norway and the Italian Alps for all of September.  

In October keep aside Sunday 8th to help the NPWS celebrate its 50th anniversary (yes, it took the 
NPA 10 years to win its first big battle; the creation of a National Parks and Wildlife Service. On 
that day there will be a major celebration at Audley and NPA will be participating.  

October 10th   Carrington Falls, Budderoo National Park 
October 20th   Cooks Nose, Barren Grounds Nature Reserve 
October 24th   Maddens Falls, Dharawal Nature Reserve and NP 
October 30th   Mount Kembla Circuit, Illawarra Escarpment SCA 
November 5th   Walk and NPA 60th Picnic, Lane Cove National Park 
November 11th  Fortress Ridge, Blue Mountains NP 
November 13th  Curra Moors, Royal NP 
November 23rd  Branch Dinner 
 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/npa-southern-branch-60th-anniversary-dinner-tickets-36339227608
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/npa-southern-branch-60th-anniversary-dinner-tickets-36339227608
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Royal National Park Draft Plan of Management 

By the time you read this the date for your Branch will have submitted its response to the 
discussion papers that will inform the next draft plan of management for 
Royal/Heathcote/Garawarra. You will have read the notice about these discussion papers in 
Nature News.  

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has developed six discussion papers to kickstart 
the conversation about the future of Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and 
Garawarra State Conservation Area. These discussion papers focus on Park Values, Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage and Landscapes, Visitor Destinations, Recreational Activities, Mountain Biking 
and Commercial Activities.  

We are very pleased to participate in the development of the draft plan of management for 
these parks and we appreciate that the drafting of a plan of management for such a complex 
park as is Royal, one of the busiest parks in NSW, will be contentious. Some of those contentious 
issues can be considered in a series of discussion papers prior to the next phase in the 
development of that draft plan of management. We will also participate in that process. 

We are also pleased that when the new draft plan of management is released it will comply with 
the new, more flexible format. 

We acknowledge that this is but one of several stages in the development of this draft plan and 
state that we will also be participating in the formal stage of consultation when the draft is open 
for community feedback. During that period, if there are any precinct plans that are to 
accompany the draft plan, we will expect that they be exhibited at the same time and in 
association with the draft plan of management. This process eliminates the issue of poor 
planning that often accompanies draft plans where the draft plan merely refers to a future 
planning process, thereby avoiding public scrutiny. Specific examples here might be Wattamolla. 
We would also expect that the actual draft plan addresses those issues raised in the discussion 
papers and not be moved to future precinct plans 

These discussion papers are the first stage in the development of a new plan of management for 
these parks. The existing plan of management dates back to 2000. See 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management.htm and 
have your say. Feedback is required by August 28th. 

If you wish to see our full submission email Gary Schoer, our Branch Secretary, on 
ssbnpansw@bigpond.com  and ask for a copy.  

  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management.htm
mailto:ssbnpansw@bigpond.com
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Out and About 

Over the course of the winter months the Branch has had quite a few activities. We have been 
active participants in the NPA 60th Photographic competition and in seeking the winning entry we 
have visited Royal National Park (several sections of the Coast Track; Wises Track; Uloola Ridge; 
Figure of Eight Pool), Bellambi Lagoon, Barren Grounds Nature Reserve, Heathcote National Park 
and the foreshores from Milsons Point to Waverton.  

 

Burning Palms Beach, above, and Beautiful Firetail near Waterfall, below 

 



5 | P a g e  
 

These walks are educational. We explore our national parks and the wildlife within. They are also 
useful tools to help advise our own campaigns for managing parks better. But most importantly, 
they are just good fun for all concerned. Come along and find out.  

 

Checking the new track between Wattamolla and Little Marley and counting Pied Oystercatchers 
on Seven Mile Beach National Park 
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The F6 

It has been a hectic time for Royal National Park, our oldest national park and one of our most 
beloved (let’s face it, 3.6 million visitors every year can’t be wrong). Not only has the State 
Government set aside money to explore options to extend the F6, including slicing off at least 60 
hectares of this wonderful park, setting aside $15 million in the 2017-18 budget for planning 
work on the F6 and a further $20 million to carry out geotechnical testing and other 
development work in relation to the project (announced in December 2016), it has also blithely 
attacked the NPA for sticking up for this precious icon. 

 

The F6 long-known route between Kirrawee to Loftus is marked by dark green parallel lines, 
which end at Princes Highway, near Loftus Oval. Source: UBS directory 

The Leader, June 14th, wrote: 

“The dotted lines stop on Princes Highway near Loftus Oval, where an application was made last 
year to take some National Park land for an extra football field. 

No decision has yet been announced on the application, and it’s possible it could be tied up with 
F6 planning. 

If 500 properties had to be acquired south of that point, it would appear the road would cut a 
swathe through residential areas of Loftus, Yarrawarrah, and Heathcote.” 
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Despite rapid reassurances from the Government that no route has been determined it would 
appear that slicing off another section of Royal is well and truly the intent of this government. 
Why else did the then Minister for the Environment, Mark Speakman, state that “if there was a 
need to use any part of the Royal National Park it would be compensated for by additions to the 
park.” And from where? 

Southern Sydney Branch will remain vigilant, watching what geotechnical tests are carried out, 
monitoring what is offered as “compensation” and holding this Government and its 
representatives to account. This will be a lengthy campaign but Royal is too important for us to 
lose that campaign. 

And we need your help. Let our politicians know you will not allow them to slice off parts of 
Royal 

Contacts: 

Lee Evans  Member for Heathcote  heathcote@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Mark Speakman Member for Cronulla  cronulla@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Eleni Petinos  Member for Miranda  miranda@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Melanie Gibbons Member for Holsworthy holsworthy@parliament.nsw.gov.au   

And do let the Premier, the Minister for the Environment and the Minister for Roads know. 

Gladys Berejiklian The Premier, via https://www.nsw.gov.au/contact-us/contact-the-
premier/ 

Andrew Constance Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, via 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/your-government/ministers/minister-for-transport-and-infrastructure/ 

Gabrielle Upton Minister for the Environment, Minister for Local Government, Minister for 
Heritage via https://www.nsw.gov.au/your-government/ministers/minister-for-the-
environment-minister-for-local-government-and-minister-for-heritage/ 

Whatever replies you get do send us copies and note that personal visits are best, followed by 
hand written letters but if you wish to use electronic communication the links above will get to 
them.  
  

mailto:heathcote@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:cronulla@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:miranda@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:holsworthy@parliament.nsw.gov.au
https://www.nsw.gov.au/contact-us/contact-the-premier/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/contact-us/contact-the-premier/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/your-government/ministers/minister-for-transport-and-infrastructure/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/your-government/ministers/minister-for-the-environment-minister-for-local-government-and-minister-for-heritage/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/your-government/ministers/minister-for-the-environment-minister-for-local-government-and-minister-for-heritage/
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PROPOSED REVESBY STATION TO MICKEY’S POINT WALKING TRACK by Col Gibson 

Urban residences backing onto bushland and national park cause all sorts of management 
problems, notably when a well-intentioned but misguided residence decides to undertake his 
own “improvements” to degraded bushland. Neville Clasper Reserve (the site of an old “Happy 
Valley” seasonal workers camp) adjoining Georges River National Park at Padstow is such a case. 
For a number of years, a local Bushcare group operated here with the assistance of both NPWS 
and Bankstown City Council, but things fell away after the passing of the group’s founder, local 
resident, Neville Clasper. Since then another resident has taken it upon himself to make up for it 
by spraying out all the weeds, mulching with wood chip and planting ornamentals such as 
Bromeliads, Coleus, Cassia coluteoides and Cordylines on the bushland margin. It does look 
‘nice’, but this is a national park, not a private garden, and in the process, he has sprayed out all 
the native ground covers so that nothing but weeds now flourishes here.  

The person responsible has been very resistant to complaints from other local residents, but has 
since been informed by NPWS that all his introductions must be removed. The ongoing problem 
is: what to do when all the ornamentals are gone, what other than weeds will replace them? 
Without volunteer participation, there seems simply to be no way properly managed bush 
regeneration program will start again here. Council regards it as an NPWS problem and NPWS’ 
pockets are empty. 

While we were investigating this, we came to realize that similar situations occur all the way 
along the border of Little Salt Pan Creek from Virginius Reserve down to Henry Lawson Drive 
where some sections belong to Council, some to NPWS. Bits of track can be followed through 
saltmarsh and bushland that is in parts degraded, in other parts taken over by extended 
backyards, but there are some areas of excellent quality saltmarsh and bushland as well. Most of 
the old sections of track are long disused and overgrown, so what might benefit would be a 
single track to link all the pieces together. If funding could be found for track restoration and 
construction it could also contribute to regeneration work for the much-neglected bushland 
along the route. 

In fact, the head of such a track could be Revesby Station, the corridor passing through nearby 
Council managed Montgomery and Virginius Reserves, down the eastern side of Little Salt Pan 
Creek, through Neville Clasper and on to Henry Lawson Drive opposite Mickey’s Point; Mickey’s 
Point being one of the best (and least accessed) bushland segments of the Georges River 
National Park on the Bankstown side of the river. This would provide a walking track to the 
northern side of the national park accessible by public transport. The possibility of linking up 
other bushland destinations along the river could also come into play. 

This is all just an idea, but one that was received well when we took it recently to David Coleman, 
Federal Member for Banks. David has recently got hold of several hundred thousand dollars for 
much needed rehabilitation work at Yeramba Lagoon. He has said he likes the idea of the track 
and would be prepared to apply for significant funding with the support of Council and NPWS, 
provided they can be got on side. He has undertaken to contact NPWS while we are trying our 
luck with Council, with whom we are in the process of organizing a site inspection in the near 
future. 
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CHIPPING NORTON LAKE 

 
A few NPA members joined a walk along the shores of Chipping Norton Lake at Lansvale on 
20th May. This was organised by Fairfield Council environmental officers. At the end of the 
walk, I was confused about the message that we were meant to take away. 
 
The walk started at the end of Cutler Road and followed a bike path along the western shore of 
the “lake”. Formed as a result of devastating sand mining last century, the lake is actually part of 
Georges River. To grade this walk as 1/6 would have been harsh. There was even a participant 
with a walking frame. 
 
Despite the overcast morning the rainbow colours reflected beautifully from the surface of the 
water. This was as a result of an oil slick about 4 metres wide that stretched for about a 
kilometre along the shoreline. One of the walkers reported having seen local business people 
pouring waste into the storm water drains. As a result, swimming and eating fish from the river is 
very hazardous. 
 

 
Friends of mine used to run oyster leases in Neverfail Bay, Oatley, downstream from Lansvale. 
Their business was wiped out by this pollution. 
 
As we walked, we observed the occasional water dragon, some ducks, coots, dusky moor hen 
and lots of other birds. Bell Miners were in full cry, perhaps wary of a circling goshawk. More 
numerous were the semi-submerged shopping trolleys, of which I counted ten. This is only a 
couple of months since Clean Up Australia Day. Prisoner squads are detailed to reduce rubbish in 
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the area. There was a local clean-up a fortnight before our walk, yet these trolleys had clearly 
been in the water for a long time. 
 
The path was littered with plastic bottles, fast food wrappers and soft drink cans, much of it 
looking quite weathered. Several plastic bottles were floating in the lake. Never have I seen such 
contempt shown for a recreational area. 
 

 
 
We observed mullet jumping out of the water, perhaps in a vain attempt to escape the 
poisonous soup to which they had been condemned. The words of the Tom Lehrer song came to 
mind: 

Fish gotta swim and birds gotta fly 
But they don't last long if they try. 

 
As we left, we noticed a shopping trolley with a plastic bottle at the end of the street, waiting 
patiently to join its brothers in the water. 
 
This river system is supposed to be protected by the River Keeper program. The program is 
ineffective. The state of this valuable environmental resource is an indictment of Fairfield Council 
and the local residents. 
 
James Moule 
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CHIPPING NORTON LAKE REVISITED – James Moule 

I returned to Chipping Norton Lake in late July to see if there had been any improvement. 

Although a lot rubbish was still evident, there seemed to be less than I had seen on my earlier 
visit.  

Shopping trolleys remain the most obvious blight on the otherwise beautiful spot. I counted and 
photographed the same ten trolleys, some submerged, some semi-submerged, some standing 
proudly like the monarch of the glen, ready to leap triumphantly, Brunhilde-like, into the water. 
There were ten when I walked along the bank two months earlier so the breeding program has at 
least stalled. 

Apart from the usual plastic bottles, plastic wrapping, plastic bags, aluminium cans and fast-food 
packaging, I observed a lounge base floating leisurely towards the lower parts of the river, 
perhaps even the open sea. 

 

The water quality was still poor, though the long oil slick had dissipated. The surface of the lake 
held a distinctive scrum. Perhaps this prolonged dry spell is not helping, though rain is likely to 
bring more rubbish and polluting liquids from the surrounding streets. 

In short, my opinion of Fairfield Council's management of this area has not changed. 
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Regenerating Big Island By John Prats 

Five Island Nature Reserve (FINR) is located off Port Kembla and is comprised of five islands: 
Flinders Islet (2.73 ha), Bass Islet (2.63 ha), Martin Islet (2.33 ha), Rocky Islet (0.5 ha) and Big 
Island (17.7 ha)1.  The current bush regeneration is concentrated on Big Island which is also 
closest to the mainland at 0.5 km1. 

 

Clockwise: Seedlings for Big Island ready to be loaded onto boat; volunteer ready for planting 
work emerges from the island hut; Banksia integrifolia seeding being planted; Illawarra 

Aboriginal Council staff and volunteers planting seedlings amongst dead Kikuyu grass; Lloyd from 
Menai Wildflower Group collecting local pigface for propagation and eventual planting on 

various places on the island. 

Big Island and Flinders Island were first sighted by Captain Cook in 1770 but were thought to be a 
point on the mainland. Mathew Flinders set the record right during his 1796 explorations with 
George Bass and William Martin. The three outer islands are named after them.2 Big Island used 
to be farmed by the Perkins family in the 19th century and the current hut on the island is said to 
have been built on the foundations of their house.2 European settlement on the island brought 
about invasive weeds such as coastal morning glory and the dreaded kikuyu grass. Other weeds 
of concern are:  Bitou Bush, Buffalo Grass, Mirror Bush and Crowsfoot Grass.3 

                                                           
1 Plan of Management Five Island Nature Reserve 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/parks/POMFinalFiveIslandsNR.pdf, page 1.  
2 Ibid, page 19. 
3 Ibid, page 21 
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There were three of us volunteers from the Menai Wildflower Group helping the Berrim Nuru 
Environmental Management Services staff 4in the planting of native species. The friendly 
Illawarra Maritime Rescue staff were involved in transporting people, plants and equipment. 
While the island is that close to the mainland, the distance travelled to get there is much longer 
as transport is launched from the wharf next to the boat ramp at Port Kembla. Dr Rowena 
Morris, Ranger NPWS, gave us a briefing before our departure to the island - including advice 
that landing on Big Island was not going to be easy as there is not much of a beach and it is 
seldom calm so we had to be prepared to get wet. We had to have cameras and spare clothing in 
water proof bags. 

After landing we headed to the hut to change into warmer clothing and then proceeded to the 
areas to be planted, most of which were close to the hut. The first impression I had as I looked at 
the gently sloping ground was dead Kikuyu grass spread all the way to the top of the slope. This 
grass together with coastal morning glory are two weeds which most impact the burrowing birds 
such as the Little Penguin, shearwaters and petrels. The Kikuyu was so widely spread that the 
weed killer had to be sprayed by helicopter. I later found out this dead grass was about a foot 
deep as we had to pull the dead grass apart to get to the soil. No wonder the nesting birds were 
having a hard time surviving - the grass prevented the digging of nesting burrows, blocked 
existing burrow entrances or entangled chicks. This grass also stopped native flora from growing. 

Digging the holes for the seedlings was easy enough as the soil was soft due to a recent 
downpour - a trowel for digging was quite adequate. Banksia, Lomandra and Saltbush seedlings 
were planted - all propagated by the Menai Wildflower Group under the guidance of Lloyd 
Hedges. As there is no water on the island for watering plants, it had to be brought in by 
helicopter in huge containers. Some of us had our cameras with us while we were planting for 
recording the activities involved in this important bush regeneration. There were also 
opportunities for wildlife photography such as a couple of whales cruising between the island 
and the mainland not far from shore, the resident Nankeen Kestrel patrolling the area and 
seabirds such as pelicans flying by. As this was not their breeding season there were no penguins 
or the other burrowing birds present. 

We were planting seedlings for several hours with a lunch and tea break in between. Not being 
used to this kind of activity, my legs were incredibly sore after the day's end. However there was 
a sense of satisfaction seeing the rows of seedlings planted and I thought how rewarding it would 
be to come back in about two years’ time and see the results of our efforts. It was estimated that 
we had planted 600 of the 800 seedlings brought that day. The remainder would be planted on 
the following day with the help of a second team of volunteers. According to Dr Morris, 5000 
seedlings have already been planted in the past months and another 10,000 are to be planted 
next year.5 Project funding is from the NSW Government’s Environmental Trust and the Port 
Kembla Community Investment Fund.5 

 After the plantings, we were taken for a walk to other parts of the island with the warning not to 
step on the tops of burrows as our weight could easily collapse them, depriving returning 

                                                           
4 Big Island Little Penguin, Shearwater and Petrel Remediation,  Wollongong City Council, Port Kembla 2505 
Revitalisation Plan news: https://pk2505.com.au/projects-round-1/big-island/  
5 Little Penguins on Big Island helped by huge bird, Illawarra Mercury article, 26 July 2017 by Ben Langford 
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/4813772/little-penguins-have-big-bird-to-thank-for-refreshment-delivery/  

https://pk2505.com.au/projects-round-1/big-island/
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/4813772/little-penguins-have-big-bird-to-thank-for-refreshment-delivery/
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shearwaters ready-made nests. During the walk we were shown a method being tried out to 
attract petrels to the island by playing a recording of their calls with two large speakers on the 
site powered by solar panels. Later Lloyd took the opportunity to collect local pig face for 
regeneration and eventual propagation to other parts of the island.  

Soon it was time to leave and, after packing things in waterproof bags once again, we boarded 
the rubber boat back to the Maritime Rescue launch (referred to as the “Mother Ship”) and soon 
we were back on the mainland all satisfied with our efforts that day. 

 

Water in huge containers, surrounded by a field of mostly dead Kikuyu grass, for watering plants 
- these were brought in by helicopter. 

To know more about FINR I recommend reading the publication mentioned in Ref 1 - the FINR 
Plan of Management. 

 

 


