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 Grey Goshawks 

 An Update on the F6 

 

Note that there may be a special newsletter 

addressing the Spring Gully issue as soon as we 

know what actions, if any, are available to locals 

opposed to this development.  
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AUSTRALIA 

BUSINESS MEETINGS All are welcome to attend, 

have your say and hear what’s happening in the 

NPA. Contact Peter on 95287341 or Gary on 

95701813 for details. These meetings are now held 

on either the 1st or 2nd Wednesdays of the month, 

except when this coincides with school holidays  

 

BRANCH MEETINGS: Come and meet other 

members from your local area, new members and 

friends are most welcome. These meetings are 

organised for you, are informal, informative and 

relaxing. An interesting evening is guaranteed and 

supper is provided. The venue for Branch meetings is 

the Multi-Purpose Centre, 123 Flora St Sutherland 

(near Belmont St) 3 minutes’ walk from the railway 

station and with plenty of parking. All meetings 

commence at 8.00pm. Now held on the 4th 

Wednesday night every second month.  

 

 

The next meeting is February 28th  
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Our Branch 

The NPA offers members over 1000 free midweek and weekend activities a year including bush 
walks, canoe trips, bike rides, biodiversity surveys, bird watching, and family trips. Activities cater 
for all levels of fitness. Easy/short walks, day bushwalks, overnight bushwalks, week bushwalks, 
educational walks,  

Walks/Activities 
Branch Talks (contact Peter Vaughan for details, at peter17vaughan@gmail.com ) 
28 February  Bhutan's Environmental Successes: What, How and Why                                        
Bhutan is a Buddhist kingdom in the Himalayas’ known for its monasteries,  fortresses and 
dramatic landscapes that range from subtropical plains to steep  mountains and valleys. Guest 
speaker environmental researcher Ross Jeffree PhD. 
 
18 Apr    Citizen Science underwater and the case for a Sydney-wide marine park 
The waters around Sydney are world renowned for their natural beauty, almost 600 fish species 
have been recorded in Sydney.  Martin Puchert and Lou de Beuzeville are amateur SCUBA divers, 
underwater photographers and citizen scientists. Hear about their involvement in the Reef Life 
Survey which monitors the biodiversity of underwater life around the world, including Sydney. 
They will also talk about the case for the first Sydney-wide marine park. 
 
27 Jun    Birds and wildlife of Florida: Guest speaker Gary Schoer will share stunning 
photos from his recent trip to the USA where he got up close and personal with wetland birds 
and wildlife in some remote wildlife refuges. Gary will also share tips on wildlife photography, 
and give hints on possible photo gear purchases for visiting your next wild place. This is also the 
night of our AGM. 
 
26 Sept  People power in the Powerful Owl Project.                                                              
The Powerful Owl Project is a citizen science project that provides a conduit for the community 
to learn about and get involved with owl and habitat conservation actions in the urban 
environments. Project Officer Beth Mott will share what we have learned about urban Powerful 
Owls in the last seven years, and what we can do to help keep them in our urban environments 
 
28 Nov    Topic to be confirmed. 
 

A Special note for an important film viewing: The Bentley Effect 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM at Bundeena Public School 48R Scarborough 
Street 
Friday, March 9, 2018 from 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM (Engadine Uniting Church, corner Cambrai and 
Chipilly Ave) 
Filmed over five years, this film documents an epic – and successful - struggle to keep Northern 
NSW free of invasive gasfields. The campaign culminated with dramatic community action in the 
peaceful farming valley of Bentley. What happened set an historic precedent and helped unleash 
a unique and inspiring social movement. 
 
There will be guest speakers, farmers from the affected communities, at both showings!  

mailto:peter17vaughan@gmail.com
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Walks: 
(Contact Brian Everingham for details at brian.everingham@gmail.com ) 
 
March 4th   Red Hands Cave Circuit 
 
March 18th   Minnamurra to Kiama 
 
March 24th   Kiama to Gerringong 
 
March 31st   Carrington Falls 
 
April 6th   Dharawal National Park 
 
April 10th   Scouters Mountain, Heathcote National Park 
 
April 15th   Faulconbridge to Springwood  
 
May 9th   Fire Ecology in Royal 
 
May 18th   Manly to North Head via Shelly Beach 
 
And do keep an eye out for Short Walks notices where there will be more events added.  
 

 
 

Members enjoying the walk from Manly to the Spit in February this year 

mailto:brian.everingham@gmail.com
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Habitat Remediation at Yeramba Lagoon 
 

Col Gibson 
 

The Yeramba Lagoon environs at Picnic Point in Georges River National Park are home to a range 
of rare plant communities and over 500 species of native plants. Towards the end of last year 
work began on a habitat restoration project at Yeramba Lagoon where over $500,000 of Federal 
funding secured by Member for Banks, David Coleman, is to be spent on Green Army tasks. 
Major objectives that are now well underway include removal of privet infestations in rare 
Swamp Woodland (Eucalyptus robusta) habitat at the head of the lagoon and treatment of a 
severe infestation of Ludwigia peruviana in the bed of the lagoon itself.  
 
Beginning in about 2010, Ludwigia spread rapidly across most of the lagoon, ruining it as habitat 
for many species including the range of native waterbirds which nested there. Given the extent 
of the infestation, physical removal by hand is not feasible and NPWS has informed us that 
“Treatment of Ludwigia will include the use of bi-active herbicide (water safe) to increase the 
success of control... requirements include minimal application of herbicide over the water itself 
and application must be as direct to the plant as possible.” Very little in the way of native 
wetland species compete with Ludwigia, but there are still to be found viable thickets of native 
sedge scrub in pockets at the edges of the lagoon. Fortunately, Ludwigia does not invade these 
dense thickets from which it is hoped frogs and freshwater invertebrates will eventually 
recolonise the areas being rid of Ludwigia.         
 
At the head of the lagoon and elsewhere, privet infestations are being removed by hand by the 
cut and paint with glyphosate method. This is work that Bankstown Bushland Society has been 
agitating for since the early 1990s and it is great to see progress finally being made. It is to be 
hoped that this work will eventually be extended to other infestations of privet and Asparagus 
aethiopicus in other parts of the area such as along the edge of the bush on the western side of 
the lagoon. 
 
Another issue being looked at is the potential for opening the weir under Henry Lawson Drive to 
restore saltwater tidal influx to the lower end of the lagoon which was cut off from the river in 
the 1960s. In regard to this, Deon Van Rensberg, Director, Greater Sydney NPWS informs us that 
“NPWS is currently working with relevant stakeholders to secure significant funding to lead the 
Yeramba Lagoon restoration project that will run over the next few years. The project will involve 
modifications to the existing weir to restore tidal flows and significantly alter the ecology of the 
site back to a natural wetland/estuary... The project will include weed control and native 
plantings following the weir modifications to facilitate the native wetland/estuary restoration.” 
 
All the work is in accordance with the Yeramba Lagoon Masterplan of 2009. Bankstown Bushland 
Society is very happy that the lagoon is now receiving the remediation it has for so long been in 
need of and acknowledges the parts played by David Coleman, the Green Army, NPWS and 
others in the process to setting things right again. 
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David Coleman, Member for Banks, and members of the Green Army 
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The Fire in Royal – January 2018 

Members will be more than aware that a major wildfire broke out in Royal National Park on 
Saturday 20th January. Fires began at two locations along the road, at Flat Rock and along Sir 
Bertram Stevens Drive south of the Wattamolla turn off. Road access from Bundeena/Maianbar 
and Wattamolla was therefore closed to all within those precincts.  
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The series of line scans above shows spread of the fire and the control efforts that saw it 
contained. Containment lines were used along the Wattamolla Road, the Garie Road and Lady 
Carrington Drive. Thankfully for the duration of the fire the winds were steady from the NE and 
while the temperatures were hot it was humid. That helped with containment operations. 

Despite that quite a lot of damage has been done, both to the vegetation and to infrastructure. 
About 2000 hectares of bushland has been burnt, with the most severe impact being the heath 
ridge lines around Curra Moors and the Walumarra Track and along the Wises Track. 
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Photos: Brian Everingham, taken from the roadside on January 24th, near the Walumarra Track. 
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On February 12th Shaun Elwood (Area Manager), Brian Everingham and Roger Lembit walked the 
affected coast track between Wattamolla and Garie, assessing the extent of the damage. Most of 
the track has been destroyed and needs to be cleaned up and replaced and that will take at least 
two years. The track will need to stay closed to regular walkers until the cleaning up is completed 
and that is as yet an unknown period of time. 

 

While it looks like these are in reasonable condition the steel tracks also have problems on the 
coast. They have rusting uprights and are very slippery when wet. But the surfaces did survive 
the fire better. Even so, the galvanised coating is damaged due to the heat of the fire 
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The new fibreglass track did not cope with the fire at all but note that this was a very hot fire. 

 

We wish the staff and contractors well in the task of cleaning up and managing expectations.  
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Grey Goshawks 
By John Prats 

 
The Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae is an enigmatic creature usually hiding in the 
shadows in forests. The first time I saw a Grey Goshawk was at Dharawal National Park where I 
only got a brief glimpse of it as it quickly flew up a tree as soon as I approached the pond where 
it must have been drinking. I had better luck at the Arkarra Lagoons, Hervey Bay, Queensland, 
where I had accidentally surprised this bird while it was attacking a Wood Duck in the lagoon. But 
this time, instead of flying up a tree, it landed on a log at the water’s edge at eye level allowing 
me to take some clear photos of it. The bird’s feathers looked disarrayed and wet giving an 
indication of the struggle that had ensued. The duck it had attacked looked somewhat ruffled but 
had quickly escaped to the other side of the lagoon. My arrival had saved the duck but 
unfortunately deprived the raptor of its meal. 
 
 At an overall length of between 40 to 55cm and a wingspan of between 70 to110 cm, the Grey 
Goshawk is considered a medium size raptor. The females are bigger than the males.  These birds 
can be found around coastal areas of NSW, QLD, NT, SA, and TAS. They are also found in New 
Guinea and outlying islands. The genus name “Accipiter” is Latin for “hawk” from “accipere”, “to 
grasp” and was introduced by French zoologist Mathurin Jacques Brisson in 1760. Some raptors 
belonging to this genus, are sometimes used for falconry especially the Northern Goshawk, 
Accipiter gentilis, found in the Northern hemisphere. 
 
The Grey Goshawk is monogamous and pairs build nest of sticks high up trees which, if suitable, 
they tend to use year after year. The female lays a clutch of two or four eggs and mainly does the 
hatching while the male hunts, although at times they have been observed to switch hatching 
and hunting roles. To know more about their habits see references below. 
Despite their name, Grey Goshawks are variable in colour and there is a morph white form which 
is known to be the only pure white raptor in the world. This form occurs mainly in the southern 
States, in fact Tasmania has only got this form. Now and then, closer to home, it makes an 
appearance at Centennial Park in Sydney. Interestingly it is known at times to join flocks of 
cockatoos, perhaps as camouflage to help its hunting! I have yet to see this form which, from 
photos I have seen, seems to be less secretive than the coloured version as they do tend to make 
an appearance in more open spaces. 
 
Birdlife Australia lists the conservation status of this raptor as “secure” in all States were it is 
found except for Tasmania where it is listed as “endangered” due to their nesting habitat being 
affected by logging. 
 
I don’t know when I’ll be able to come across one of these magnificent-looking birds again, but if 
I do, I hope I’ll have my camera ready to record the sighting! 
 
References:  
1. http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/species/Accipiter-novaehollandiae   
2. http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/?base=13530  
3. http://www.swifft.net.au/cb_pages/grey_goshawk.php  
4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accipiter 
 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/species/Accipiter-novaehollandiae
http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/?base=13530
http://www.swifft.net.au/cb_pages/grey_goshawk.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accipiter
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Grey Goshawk at Arkarra Lagoons in Hervey Bay, Qld. Photo by John Prats. 
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White morph of the Grey Goshawk shot from Jean Rogers’ bedroom window in the middle of 
Kingston, Tasmania. Photo by Jean Rogers. 

 

 
 

Grey Goshawk at Arkarra Lagoons in Hervey Bay, Qld. Photo by John Prats. 
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An Update on the F6 and Stage 4 
 

The Branch has received some minimal feedback to our questions about risk to Royal National 
Park from stage 4 of F6 Freeway extension that fails to convince us that Premier will “do “No 
harm to Royal National Park whatsoever” promise is a permanent commitment. We have been 
told that the NSW Government did not do the multimillion dollar budgeted geotechnical work 
planned along Royal National Park section of the intended route, and we also know that no 
integrated planning on rail options took place. Indeed RMS staff have been instructed NOT to 
consider them.  
 
It is probably due to intense local pressure and poor geotechnical conditions that endangered 
ecological communities of the Rockdale wetlands will be bypassed in favour of a complete 
undergrounding of the section of F6 passing through urban areas. There are a number of action 
options the Branch will be considering and we will continue to monitor the options. 
 
Despite those assurances we also note that the OEH response to our questions in November 
2017elicited the following: 
 
• NPWS has not received any direct formal correspondence from RMS about plans to 
construct or not construct the F6 Freeway through Royal National Park. On Tuesday 17 October, 
the Premier announced that the NSW Government is moving ahead with planning and project 
development for the first section of the F6 extension. This is the section that will connect the 
WestConnex New M5 junction at Arncliffe to President Avenue in Kogarah. It will not impact 
upon the Royal National Park.  
• BUT RMS contracted engineering consultants in August 2016 to carry out non-destructive 
geotechnical mapping in Royal National Park. NPWS’s consent for the activity stipulated that the 
geotechnical studies would not include drilling or destructive surveying. We note this was before 
the government announced that there are no plans to proceed with highway upgrades that 
would impact upon Royal National Park. 
 
Gary Schoer 


